
- 
I .  

96-DOE-07980 

Mr Tim Rehder 
U-S, Bnvirotlmntal Protection Agency, Region Vm 
A'ITN Rocky Flats Pmject Manager, 8HWM-M 
999 18th Street, Suite 500,8WM-C 
Denver, Colomclo 80202-2405 

Dear Mr. Rehder: 

The purpose of this letter 1s to confirm a p m e n t s  mched regarding dxs sition of soils 
excavated from Ryan's Pit and from ' X J X R C ~  T-3 and T-4 at the Rocky K at$ 
E n v h m n t a l  Technology SIB (RF'RTS), As ou recall, these agmmtnts were reached 

September 4,1996, and dumg sub uent conversations between yourself and Mr. Csrl 
Spreng of the Colorado Department 7 o Public Rdth and Environment (CaRHJ3). 

Regarding the Ryads Pit soils, data wcrc regental at the August 28 meeting 
demonsmthg that these soils, now sto 1$ in eleven roll-off containers at IXFETS, 
contained levels of radIoouclades below the proposed Tier Il soil action kmls. These data 
are the results of a statistically vaIid soil sampling pmgram and a simmary is enclosed. 
Bascd upon these data. parties at the Au t 28 meetjDg aped tbat che Ryau's Pit soils 
would be returned to the excavation; & r-Wl and RMRS plan to nccompiish h s  m mid- 
Septembr. 

excavated from T-4 (that is, those soils that &d not show r&ologicd levels above 
background when surveyed with ficld ins-@) d w i q  the S tember 4 confaxance call. 
These data (enclosed) showed levels of radiological cons&tuents ?h at we= below the 
proposed Tier II soil action levels. As per the Ryan's Pit sod, all p d w  am that these 
soas could be returned to the excrrvation; KabW and RMRS plm to have this 
accomplished by ssptember 9.1996, 

Considerable discussion took place both 01) August 28 and September 4 mgardur the 

background (w E n surveyed with field instruments during the excavation), and which were 
segregated from other excavated soils. Sam ling results lndicate that about 250 cubic yards 

level, but whkh does not exceed the proposed Tier I soil action Ievel Tha part~ts have 
agreed to the following come of action for these sods- 

be segregated and  turned to the cxcavatson per thc Ryan's Pit and "-4 sods discussed 
abovc; and, 

dumg a meethg held on August 28,1996, d UrKn g a colpfexencc: call on the m o m g  of 

hrsercIill1 ZUId pxesented ~dlologrcal Sampfing data fot the IlMJO&y Of the S O ~  

tipproptiate dxs sition of T-3 and "-4 soils that exhibited radiological concenttat f ons above 

of this soil, bas ra&obgical wmtrations t Ka t ex& the proposed Ticr soil action 

* those soils that &%it radionucifdes b l o w  UIO p m p e d  Tier 11 achon level will 
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also 
and 

. those soils that exhibit radionuclides above the proposed Tier 11 acbon level will 
be rctumed to the twavation. They will be deposited in a specific area of the trench 
will be underlain, and overIda, by a geottxtdc fabric or e d a r  matenal for the purpose 

of denlamating these soils should reexcavation be deemed necessary at some hnt The 
soilr will be covered wth topsod and theu location wdl be recorded, again to p" acilltato re- 
excavatlon if necessary. 

In taking this action, RFFO recognizes, per the May 30,1996, letter agxemcnt govenung 

final resolution of the soil action level framework. RFxiO also remgmzcs that i r d j w  lower 
this project, that us8 of the Ticr I acaon level as a "putback" levd 1s temporary, 

values an evcntudly agreed to as soil actton levels, these soils may need to3e removed and 
addressed in future nmcdial acdons, consistent wth the final SOU action levels. 

Consistent with OUT letter a reement of May 30, RXTFO believes that this action is 
reasonable based upon the P cdlwmg: 

voladle or anic contaminants, and not radionuchdes, were the focus of this 
remedial action, an f they have been tzuctxmWy ramovad fom the sods in question (these 
soils would not have bten MxlLlvcd on the basis of radiological content alone); 

action limit; 
all solh proposed for return to the excavadon conform to the proposed Tier X sod 

some unmediate action is required to place the sods in a mcue stable configuration 
m oder to mhimize the need for ongoing manageinent and to rninhnm the possablity of 
dtspersal of the mated% 

this action IS cost effkctave as compared to on-site stora e (estmated at $13,000 
per month, prunmly for rental of rollsff stoleage contanen) an d off-si t0 disposal 
(estimated at $130,000, plus interim storage costs while awrutmg shipment), 

(1 this action poses no substantml environrnen~ nsk Placing thsss BOIIS back in the 
cxcavatlon and covermg them with soil minimizes the liblihood of contemnant migraacm, 
and we regard this 8s an envhxuncntally beneficial actlon as compared with storing the sod 
in a stockpile; and, 

should the decision ultimately be made to allow these sols to remain in the 
excavahon, this wJ1 be consistat with mtsipatted land use, WMe the soh do contain 
somewhat higher lcvefs of radionudides than the other sods returned to the excavation, 
theu radiological levels are below the pposcd Tier I values for offlce workor and future 
residential exposure. Additxonally, these soils contain lower radionuclide levels than am 
anticipated to remain fallowing mediation at the nearby 903 Pad and Lip a m ,  

The agreement of the Dis Ute Resolution Committee of August 22,1996, was that put- 

documents associated with those acttons The a&;ntmtxlt dso specified that Dec~sxon 
facton to be consxdetcd hdudo pmtectiwness and effectiveness, anticipated future land 
UW, contaminant levels in sumun&ag sods, and casts, Although agreement on specific 
put-back h3Is was agreed on May 30, we believe that we arc also meeting the spht of the 
August 22nd agfeement. 

back level decisions shou P d be project spdic, and made and explained within the decision 
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I acknowledge your behef that due to the site s 
contaminants being replaced above the Tier JJI p" evels may need to be revisited m the future 
We am confldent that the manner in whrch the soils are being replaced wdl not preclude 
such an action. 

tfic CondEtions at Trench T3, that the 

Thank you for our a&tance in resolving h s  Awe. Please call me at 9664839 if you 
have any quest T om 

Steve Slaten 
WCA Project coordinator 

Enclosures 

cc wlo em: 
HI Roltman, CDPHE 
C. Spreng, CJYPHB 
S. Tarlton, CDPHE 
M. Dodson, USEPA Region V M  
L Johnson, USEPA Region VIIU 
K. Korkia, Citizem' Advlsory B o d  
D. Butterfield, RFLII 
IC Schnoor, Ci of Broomfield 

C. Gesdman, EM-40, HQ 
3. Roberson, OOM, IWFO 
K, Klein, OOM, REF0 

S. Olinger, PH, WFO 
J.Ram PLD,RFFO 

R, Lightaer, E s -44 HQ 

D. Lin P say, OCC, RFFO 

J. hgm, M C ! ,  


